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The Ultimate

Screen Manufacturer Roundup!

Compiled By Danny Richelieu
It is often said that the screen in your projection system is analogous to the loudspeakers in your audio system, and still it is often the
least-considered component when designing a new home theatre. There are many aspects that must be considered when choosing a new
home projection screen (read Joe Kane's “Qualities Of A High-Performance Home Projection Screen,” starting on Page 56), so, in an attempt
to educate our readers on the options available, we have created a roundup of the various home projection screen manufacturers out there. In
addition, we have included a “buyer's guide,” of sorts, listing the screen materials they sell. Enjoy.

Blue Ocean® Rear Projection Screens are manufactured in Japan
by Nippura Co., Ltd., better known for their core business of creating
the largest acrylic panels, tunnels, cylinders, and spheres for the professional aquarium industry. Since their debut in 2003, Blue Ocean®
Rear Projection Screens have amazed viewers across all industries
and professions.
Above all, they offer the best in optical transmission, resolution,
and color fidelity in a full-bodied image. The screens utilize the proprietary diffusion particle, Blue Ocean, which has no visible matrix,
meaning that it has no resolution limitation. Therefore, the screens can
be used with today's standard HD 720/1080 resolution, and better
yet, they will be perfectly suited for all higher resolution standards of
the future, instead of being rendered obsolete. Blue Ocean is also different than earlier generation rear-projection screens because they
allow the use of short throw lenses without causing aberration,
hotspots, or distortion, which makes them perfect for space-efficient
home theatres.
The Blue Ocean diffusion particles are finely cast into the center
of the highest optical grade of cell-cast acrylic. The thickness of the
acrylic maintains the
screen's rigidity for frameless edge-to-edge projection, shields out ambient
light for much better performance in brighter conditions, and creates the deepbodied effect that differentiates it from other screens.
This is the same acrylic that
is used in the largest aquariums around the world, so it acts as a perfect protective barrier.
Normal wear-and-tear scratching has no long-term effects on the
screen's performance, and a 10-year-old screen, simply re-polished,
will literally look and perform exactly as it did the day it left the factory. And since the screen medium is completely internal, the screen is
versatile enough to be used in full outdoor applications.
Blue Ocean Rear Projection Screens are available in stock sizes
of 72-inch, 84-inch, and 100-inch 16:9 (1.78:1) and can be custom
fabricated in any size up to 27-foot x 11-foot, or into domes and
curved screens.
For more information, contact U.S. Nippura by phoning 704 370
7720, or by visiting www.usnippura.com.
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Carada, Inc. was founded in the spring of 2003, and since then
Carada has satisfied thousands of home theatre enthusiasts by offering reasonably priced, high-quality fixed-frame projection screens
that are made in the U.S.A. Exceptional attention to detail and craftsmanship goes into every screen Carada builds, and because of their
confidence in the quality and performance of their products, they
offer a 30-day money-back guarantee on all projection screens (even
including custom-sized screens!). Beyond that, Carada screens are
under warranty for three years against defects in materials and workmanship.
Carada projection screens are available in two fixed-frame
styles—the Criterion Series and the Precision Series, both of which
can be matched with any of their seamless screen materials. Both
frame styles are
constructed from
custom-extruded
aluminum for
strength and
beauty, and are
covered with a
light-absorbing
Black Hole™ velvet trim at no
extra charge (an
extra-cost option
on some other
brands). Both frame styles are available in five standard aspect
ratios—1.33:1, 1.78:1, 1.85:1, 2.05:1, and 2.35:1; and several standard sizes are available in each aspect ratio. In addition to the standard sizes, Carada can easily build custom sizes and even custom
aspect ratios with no extra “custom charges”—pricing simply
depends on the size screen being built. All Carada screens are builtto-order by hand in Carada's Alabama production facility and are
safely and quickly shipped to customers all over the world. Thanks
to their efficient production techniques, most orders are shipped
within one to four business days.
Carada has earned a widely acknowledged reputation for
exemplary customer service both before AND after the sale, with
industry-leading response times. You can read more about Carada
screens and order your screen directly from the manufacturer on
their fully secured e-commerce website at www.carada.com.
1/8

Da-Lite® Screen Company, Inc., one of the most experienced
and largest screen manufacturers in the world, is located in a small
rural town roughly two-and-a-half hours south east of Chicago, Illinois
where the company first began. When hearing the name Da-Lite,
many people recognize it as a screen they saw either in a corporate
boardroom, classroom, or perhaps their father or grandfather had a
Da-Lite screen, which was used for 8mm projection back in the day.
Believe it or not, that is the same Da-Lite Screen Company that produces screens for even the most discriminating customers and
needs of today's demanding projection systems.
Da-Lite began in the early 1900s, when they invented the first “Silver Screen” for the Nickelodeon theatres.
While the company has come quite a long way from its
humble beginnings in a small vacant church building in
Chicago, the commitment to building quality screens at a
reasonable price has always been the company's goal.

One of the things that makes Da-Lite unique is the fact that they
are one of only a handful of screen companies that produce their
own screen fabrics. Since day one, Da-Lite has been working with
the chemistry involved to design and develop projection screen surfaces. Today they have over 17 different fabric options to choose
from.
Another thing that makes Da-Lite unique in the industry is the
fact that they pride themselves on having the quickest lead times
available. While they do stock many of the more common-sized products, if the product you have chosen is not in stock, it can be produced (even if custom) in mere days. Many products are produced
in three business days, while others have a very modest five-day production time. Couple that with the enormous support staff that handles the company's toll-free hotline, and you have a winning combination.
So, whether your need for a projection screen is a very simple
product or the most advanced high-fidelity video system, Da-Lite has
a product to meet your need and your budget.
For more information, contact Da-Lite direct at 800 622 3737 or
info@da-lite.com.
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Draper screens come in many sizes, styles, and viewing surfaces to fit any home theatre setting.
Draper strives to be at the forefront of projection screen technology and design, with original features such as the "case now-screen
later" Access concept, the no-snap permanently-tensioned Onyx, the
Plug & Play Salara with quick-connecting wall brackets, and the Ultimate
Access with independently motorized trap door that opens into the
case. Draper's innovative screen designs have received 13 patents
so far (more are pending) and several awards for design excellence.
All of their wall, ceiling, and ceiling-recessed screen models are

available in a variety of standard and custom sizes and formats,
including HDTV and CinemaScope®; with a wide variety of viewing
surfaces, including matte white, glass beaded, M1300, M2500, High
Contrast Grey, Hi Def Grey, acoustically transparent AT1200, acoustically transparent AT Grey, and Cineplex rear-projection surface.
Draper, Inc. is the world's second-largest projection screen
manufacturer, and is headquartered in Spiceland, Indiana, a village
of 800 people located 40 miles east of Indianapolis. In addition to its
Spiceland facilities, Draper has manufacturing or sales operations in
Malta, Ohio; Fullerton, California; Blackwood, Gwent, United
Kingdom; Nacka, Sweden; Halmstad, Sweden; and Tianjin, China.
Draper products are shipped to dealers throughout the United States
and in more than 100 foreign countries.
For more information, contact Draper at either 800 238 7999 or
www.draperinc.com.
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dnp Denmark is the world's leading supplier of optical screen
technology. For over a decade, every major development in the field
of rear-projection technology has come from the dnp laboratories—
including the 200-inch Giant Wide Angle Screen, the world's largest
optical rear-projection screen. Expanding into the front-projection
market, dnp has revolutionized the industry with the first-ever screen
that allows viewing in brightly lit environments. The groundbreaking
dnp Supernova™ Screen is the product of many years of research
and development, setting new standards in front projection for the
ultimate widescreen experience outside of the confines of a traditional dark room.
Supernova offers the best of both worlds: combining superior
image quality with ease of installation that is virtually unheard of for a
front-projection screen of this caliber. With minimal space requirements, Supernova opens vast new opportunities for display solutions
in environments with ambient light such as living rooms, boardrooms,
and retail applications. Available in a fixed (Supernova One) or
retractable version (Supernova Flex), as well as in a variety of elegant
finish options, sizes, and formats, Supernova is compatible with
all standard projectors. Supernova is based on a revolutionary
high-contrast filter that allows the projected image to be reflected from the screen, effectively absorbing incident light from
other angles, such as windows and room lighting. As a result,
the screen is virtually unaffected by ambient light.

Elite Screens, Inc. began as an innovative venture into the projection market by manufacturing veterans from the A/V industry. The
California-based company quickly established itself with lines of
commercial and entry-level home theatre products that are both reliable and cost effective. They achieved this by focusing on mass-producing the screen material, sizes, and aspect ratios that were most
commonly preferred by A/V customers. They avoided custom-made
products in favor of uniformity that would match the mainstream
demographic, while including extra features normally not included by
manufacturers in the past.
They produce a full line of fixed frame, electric, and portable
lines of projection screens. Their easy-to-assemble Fixed Frame
products, along with the pre-assembled portable and retractable
screens that come ready for operation right out of the box with other
supplemental features, help make their product highly desirable. As
interest in specialized products grew, they responded by introducing
the Elite Prime Vision line of specialized premium grade products for
the custom installer.

Among the finest screens on the market, dnp's latest Supernova
releases (Supernova Flex and Supernova Infinity) have been certified
by the Imaging Science Foundation™ (ISF) for their outstanding image
quality. This means the product exceeds the high-quality benchmarks
that define the best video performance available for consumers. With
a half-gain of 82 degrees, the widest in the industry, this screen provides full 180-degrees viewing. The Supernova Screen combines
neutral color reproduction and uniform image quality with extremely
high-contrast ratios and superior black levels. Supernova is versatile
because it can be used in high ambient light, but also is a perfect fit
in a high-end home theatre.
Utilizing the versatility of the new Supernova Screen material,
dnp has most recently introduced Supernova Infinity, a modular
screen system where multiple Supernova Screen panels seamlessly
combine to create a video wall-style front-projection screen. These
very large screen size formats are ideal for commercial projection
applications.
As a market leader, dnp provides its dealers with the best technical support and with some of the most innovative sales and marketing tools within the screen industry.
For more information, visit dnp Denmark at www.dnp.dk.

Their Taiwanese Research and Development division-produced
designs focus on elegance and reliability at attainable pricing, while
the production facilities located in China and Taiwan produce qualitymade projection screens that have been referred to favorably by consumers and critics alike.
The Retail and Custom Install products produced by Elite
Screens and its subsidiary company, SolaraHome, ensures a complete turnkey solution for providing a home theatre environment. They
now provide projection screens, mounts, and home theatre furnishings made by professionals dedicated to their craft, to ensure a quality product for virtually any media environment.
Their commitment to excellence in product and service promises to ensure that Elite Screens will remain a prominent member of the
A/V manufacturing community for many years to come.
For more information, phone Elite Screens at 877 511 1211 or
visit them at www.elitescreens.com.
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Combining its 23-year heritage in delivering top-quality display
products and unparalleled customer service with a dedicated team
of specialty home theatre industry veterans, Planar Systems recently
announced its expansion into the specialty home theatre market.
One of the first home theatre product offerings from Planar is the
new Xscreen, which brings the large format size and cinema-like
experience of front-projection home theatre to any room—regardless
of light conditions.
Using proprietary Daytime Film Technology™, Planar Xscreen
overcomes the major problem that plagues home cinema projectors—ambient light. The Planar Xscreen makes it possible to use front
projection outside dedicated home theatres, because it reduces
reflected light from windows or lamps that degrade picture quality.
The combination of a 4-millimeter layer of hardened glass beneath
the screen surface provides an absolutely flat surface for an
improved image experience.

Screen Innovations, founded in 2003, brings a fresh new perspective to the projection screen industry. The founders of SI came
from the world of A/V retail and possess a uniquely broad understanding of both consumers' and A/V professionals' wants and
needs. SI's products are designed to address constantly changing
consumer demands for performance, value, and visual appeal, while
staying strategically aligned with the trends of today's projectors. SI
insures the best availability of its core products by maintaining a finished-goods inventory and by offering quick ship programs, while still
exceeding industry standards for production speed on over 50,000
custom product variations.
Screen Innovations is always pushing to exist at the bleeding
edge of projection screen technology. A key example of this is the
award-winning Viságe screen. The Viságe's patented microscopic
surface filter reflects the light from the direction of the projector, while

The Xscreen (available in 60-, 70-, 80-, and 100-inch options)
enables front projection to be used in virtually every type of room,
like other flat panel TV technology, but at a lower cost per diagonal
inch. Furthermore, Planar Xscreen is surrounded in an elegant, black,
piano-gloss frame design to complement any home's décor.
For even more convenience, the Xscreen Plus package offers
added functionality by making it the hub for all components, leaving
only one cable to run to the projector. A simple, universal remote
controls all the components, including cable boxes.
Planar's display heritage, channel relationships, and history of
innovation put the company in a unique position to provide home theatre resellers and their customers a wide selection of products for
any home theatre display application. The Planar Xscreen is one
example of the company's ability to leverage its disciplined specialty
display channel approach and history of engineering innovation, to
bring demanding performance to specialty home theatre products.
Planar can be reached at 866 752 6271 or www.planar.com.

actually absorbing the light from off-axis ambient sources, enhancing
contrast levels by as much as 10x over traditional screen surfaces.
In response to dealer and consumer demand for a better
method of selecting projector and screen combinations, Screen
Innovations created the Screen Wizard. The Screen Wizard is the
simplest way for an A/V professional or end user to maximize picture
quality by selecting the best screen surface for their projector, screen
size, and light environment. The days of educated guessing or recommending one screen material for almost any situation are rapidly
becoming a thing of the past.
Another innovative concept from Screen Innovations is the
ScreenAccents series of aesthetic options. End users, interior
designers, and custom integrators are no longer limited to only a
black frame. Ten optional fabric colors and four hardwood fascias
represent a dramatic departure in projection screen appearance and
have gained wide support from the design community through unparalleled integration with room decor.
Phone Screen Innovations at 512 832 6939 or visit them at
www.screeninnovations.com.
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Stewart Filmscreen Corporation® has been designing and manufacturing the world's finest projection-precision projection screens for the home and commercial markets for 60 years. A familyowned and operated business, Stewart Filmscreen maintains the highest standards in screen design
and craftsmanship. All manufacturing is controlled in-house at Stewart's own facilities. Using the
highest-quality materials, Stewart technicians, in the company's manufacturing centers, handcraft
each screen.
Stewart Filmscreen prides itself on out-of-the-box thinking and innovation, setting trends in the
A/V marketplace and setting the standard for image fidelity. No project is too custom, too "out there."
Stewart screens are designed to meet the most rigorous optical and installation requirements, fulfilling custom designs to match the “unusual” projects with the most technical requirements. They welcome design challenges, and their staff of in-house experts are available to help solve the most complex screen design challenges. Their customers are not restricted or limited to “off-the-shelf” styles or
sizes.
In the home theater market,
Stewart Filmscreen has developed
and introduced gray screen technology, specifically designed for
today's digital devices, including
FireHawk (which has won more
than 15 awards worldwide) and
GrayHawk (winner of five industry
awards). These screens take
image fidelity and dynamic range
to a higher level. Stewart has also
recently introduced the first curved screen to the home market, the multi-award winning CineCurve
model, as well as introducing the largest black screen on the market, the StarGlas 60® rear-projection
screen. Stewart Filmscreen has twice been the winner of the Academy Award® for Science and
Technological Achievement and the recipient of the Industry Certificate of Excellence for product
quality and reliability. In addition, Stewart Filmscreen was the first screen manufacturer to earn the
coveted Imaging Science Foundation (ISF) stamp of approval.
Celebrating its 60th anniversary in 2007, Stewart Filmscreen has grown from a small business to
an international one, with offices in Denmark and Singapore, in addition to those in the United States.
Since its establishment in 1947, Stewart Filmscreen Corporation has continually led the industry in
superior craftsmanship, technical excellence, and innovation. More information on Stewart
Filmscreen Corporation is available at www.stewartfilmscreen.com or by phoning 800 762 4999.
*StarGlas and CineCurve are patent-pending.

Screen Research is comprised of scientists and business professionals with years of
experience in Audio Visual Design and Technology, with the goal of bringing innovative and
solution-oriented products to the video market. Screen Research specializes in acoustically
transparent video-projection screens of the highest quality, especially designed to match
today's modern fixed-pixel projectors (LCD, DLP, LCoS, etc).
Screen Research screens are expertly designed to eliminate visual distortion, such as
moiré and hot spotting, as well as eliminating the need for large-scale high-frequency reEQing, while preventing deleterious audio comb filtering. With ClearPix2™, you can place the
center loudspeaker where it belongs—behind the screen and at the proper height for optimum sound and image coherence. And there is no minimum clearance requirement between
the screen and the loudspeakers. With only 1 dB attenuation across the frequency range
(and no additional roll-off at high frequencies), you simply set the center loudspeaker level 1
dB higher—no EQ box required. The proprietary and patented ClearPix2 micro-fiber screen
formulation has been certified by THX® and ISF and guarantees the highest quality in its
class. The optional black backing layer, also certified by THX for its audio efficacy, serves as
a complete light kill behind the screen, and yet only adds 1.2 dB of flat attenuation.

The company offers a full range of fixed and motorized screens up to the most sophisticated solutions—fixed and motorized screens with masking systems and the award-winning
“Le Wing”—the only retractable screen with an integrated retractable loudspeaker system on
the market. Another engineering first is the company's four-way masking screens with
TheaterCurve. TheaterCurve models are available in fixed and fixed with two- and four-way
masking. 2007 brings new models for the digital commercial theatre market, as well as the
solid, non-AT screen market.
The products have rapidly been recognized and awarded for bringing significant
improvements to existing technology. Headquartered in Nantes, France, Screen Research
distributes its products worldwide via a privileged network of distributors, dealers, and integrators. St. John Group, Inc. distributes Screen Research in North America and the
Caribbean.
For more information, contact the St. John Group by phoning 805 647 3779 or visiting
www.screenresearch.com.
Founded in 1977 and headquartered in Florida, Vutec Corporation designs and manufactures
video projection screens, masking systems, and A/V presentation tools, holding patents on its
SilverStar™, Retracta-Vu Pro™, and Vu-Flex Pro-Duplex™ screens. Its SilverStar front-projection screen
and ArtScreen SoundScape 360 masking system won Product of the Year Awards from Electronic
House in 2004 and 2006, respectively. The company's Vision X and Vutec brands and A/V presentation products are designed for home and commercial applications, and are sold through a network of
authorized dealers and distributors in 67 countries. For additional information, contact Vutec at 954
545 9000, fax: 954 545 9011, e-mail at info@vutec.com, or visit Vutec online at www.vutec.com.
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